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Dear West Green Families,  

Further to the Government’s announcement last week regarding the possible wider opening of schools, I am writing to 
update you on the school’s current position.  

I want to first assure you that we are committed to prioritising the safety, health and wellbeing of our children, families and 

staff alike and hold this commitment at the heart of all of our preparations.  

We have been very busy gathering all new information and guidance as it has become available, completing risk 

assessments, making initial plans and carrying out the first set of the many actions needed to prepare as safely as we can. 

In so doing, we have taken advice from the Local Authority, Unions, local schools as well as information received in our YR, 

Y1 & Y6 parent/carer survey and our staff survey. 

You will be aware that wider public debate continues and as such, we do not have all the answers we need yet. Therefore, 

I am unable to provide any definite plans at this time. However, I feel that it is important to share our broad provisional plan 

so far. Please note that all plans will need Governor, LA and Union approval and will be dependent on the availability of 

key staff members (eg; first aid and safeguarding) and the appropriate number of staff to maintain safe ratios for our 

children. Closer to the dates below detailed safety information will be shared with families to help prepare for returning.  

Key dates -  

Thursday 28th May  The Government will confirm whether schools should open more widely or not. They will only ask 

schools to open more widely if the Coronavirus data shows it may be safe to do so. If the 

Government recommends wider opening AND West Green has the required ratios of staff including 

key staff roles available our current provisional plan is shared below.  

Monday 1st June Home learning will continue for all children this week. West Green staff will use this week to make 

   physical preparations to the building, playground and resources, finalise risk assessments and  

   complete training to ensure safety for all under the new systems. 

Monday 8th June Year 6 only will be invited back to school for some days during this week – details of how this  

   will work will be shared with Y6 families nearer the time. We start with Year 6 because they are  

   able to understand the new rules and procedures that underpin safe reopening of schools at 

   this moment in time. This will build their confidence, the confidence of the parents and that, 
   most importantly, of the staff. Home learning will continue for Reception to Y5. 

 

In the following weeks: If all is well and in place at these times, hopefully Y1 will be invited back to school for some days 

   from the 15th or 22nd followed hopefully by Reception thereafter – details of how this will work will be 

   shared with families nearer the time. Home learning will continue for Y2 to Y5. 

 

At this point, we cannot commit to the reopening for the other groups mentioned in the government’s announcement 
(Reception and Year 1) on June 8th. The concerns about the collective safety of children and staff in an environment where 

distancing is just not possible have not been addressed at this time.  

 

I understand that this will be both a relief to some parents and a frustration to others. As never before in this position, I 

concede that I will not be able to meet everyone’s expectations or needs. But, I will be able to assure you that I have done 

everything I can to make sure that your children and your families, and the staff that are dedicated to their wellbeing and 

education, are protected. I ask for your understanding and support at this time. Our community is everything. 

 

Mary Gardiner  
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