
Week 1 

I have carefully read and thought about the chapter 

I have written two paragraphs using lots of description 

I have responded to the grammar prompts 

I have practised the spellings and learned the definitions 

At home materials 

Year 6 Week 1 to 4 

Week 2 

I have answered the questions using information from the text 

I have written a diary entry using correct tense and person 

I have responded to the grammar prompts 

I have practised the spellings and learned definitions 

Week 3 

I have answered the questions using information from the text  

I have written using a letter layout and formal language 

I have responded to the grammar prompts 

I have practised the spellings and learned the definitions 

Week 4 

I have used the text to answer the questions 

I have written a paragraph using persuasive language 

I have responded to the grammar prompts 

I have practised the spellings and learned the definitions 
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Using the at home materials 
 

These packs include the 
wonderful resources from: 

 
This booklet consists of weekly tasks in all areas of English: reading, writing,  
grammar and spellings.  
 

How do I use the booklet? 
• Set aside time each day to complete the weekly tasks, you don’t have to do 
each one every day.  

• Take your time to read and understand the extract. Ask an adult if you need 

help understanding the text.  

• Read the instructions and questions carefully before you start a task.  

 
 

How do the lessons work? 
Below are some suggested timings. 
•Reading - 30 minutes daily 
•Writing  - 45 minutes daily 
•Grammar - 5 minutes daily  
•Spelling - 10 minutes daily 

 
 
 

Can parents, carers and siblings help? 
Yes, of course! Family members can help in the following ways: 
• Read the extracts with you aloud. 
• Gather all the exciting and difficult words you want to find out about or use in 
your writing and put them on display. 
• Help you with the planning of the story  
• Write a story at the same time as you. You could then compare your stories 
and check each other’s writing.  
 

What else can I do if I love writing and I 
 want more of a challenge? 

• Keep writing stories using your own ideas.  
• Explore www.lovereading4kids.co.uk or www.newsela.com to find other extracts 

to read and write about. 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
http://www.newsela.com/


Reading 

Before reading-   

Predict what you think the story might be about based on 
the name of it.   

 

During reading-   

Collect the names of every new character you meet.   

 

After reading-  

Which character do you think is the most important and 
why?  
 

Week 1: Reading and writing prompts 

 

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant – Chapter 1 

Writing 
 

Write two paragraphs to describe the palace when Chaya 
stole the jewels. Use this space to jot down some ideas. 



Grammar 

Insert one comma in this sentence.  
Every night my Dad and my brother take the dog for a walk.  

  

Circle the word that shows that the sentence is a command.  
To see pictures of the rugby match, click here.  

  

Circle the three adjectives in this sentence. 

 He made his way up the cobbled street, striding like the 
bold and determined man he was.  

  

Complete the sentence with a relative clause.  
His sister,_____ , is learning to speak Polish.  

  

Rewrite the underlined verbs in the simple past.  
The sky begins to look darker as the storm approaches. 

Spelling 

 

Practise each word. Choose two and write their definitions. 

Choose two to write in sentences. 
 

accommodate        accompany  

according         achieve  

aggressive         amateur  

ancient          apparent  

appreciate         attached  

Week 1: Grammar and Spelling prompts 



Reading 
 

Underline 3 words you are not sure of. Find the meaning of these 

words. Can you use them in a sentence of your own? 

 

Comprehension 

On page 2: 

1. What was Chaya doing? 

2. Who stopped her? 

 

On page 3:  

1. Meekly is closest in meaning to:  

a) confidently   b) shyly  c) loudly  d) lovely 

2. What was the statue of? 

3. What jewels did she take? 

Week 2 : Reading and writing prompts 

 

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant – Chapter 1 

Writing 

Write a diary entry about bringing the jewels home as if you 
were Chaya. Use this space to jot down your ideas. 

 



Grammar 
Insert a semi-colon in the correct place in this sentence.  
Frank would like to go to Cornwall next summer he might also visit 
France in the spring.  
 
Circle the modal verb in this sentence.  
Kate hoped that she would see goats and sheep at the farm. 

 
Circle each word that should begin with a capital letter in this 
sentence.  
when we visited the museum in birmingham, gareth arranged to 
travel by train with aunt laura. 
  
Insert an apostrophe in the correct place in this sentence.   
P u p i l s  c o a t s  s h o u l d  b e  h u n g o n  t h e  p e g s. 
  

Complete this sentence using the subordinate conjunction when.  

You can go out to play ____________ 

Spelling 

 

Practise each word. Choose two and write their definitions. 

Choose two to write in sentences. 
available      average 

awkward      bargain 

bruise      category 

cemetery      committee 

communicate     community 

competition     conscience 

Week 2 : Grammar and Spelling prompts 



Reading 

Comprehension 

On page 4:  

1. Thrashing is closest in meaning to: 

a) beating  b) stroking c) moving d) running 

2. Why was it ‘really time to get out ‘? 

 

On page 6: 

1. Why did the guards try to stop her? 

  

On page 8:  

1.Where did she end up at the end of the chapter? 

2.How do Chaya’s emotions change throughout the chapter? 
(Include when she took the jewels, when she was being chased, 

when she was settled in the tree.) 

 

Week 3: Reading and writing prompts 

 

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant – Chapter 1 

Writing 

You are the Queen, write a letter to the public asking them 
to find the thief. Use this space to write some examples of 
formal language you will use. 

 



Grammar 

 
Insert a colon in the correct place in this sentence.  
Joshua had mastered two new skateboarding skills he could do a 
perfect aerial jump and execute a complete 180 degree turn. 
  
Circle the three prepositions in this sentence.  
After the game, Omar and Alisha walked home with their 

grandparents, who lived across the road. 
  
Circle the three nouns in this sentence.  
The fire gave the room a cosy feeling. 
  
Underline the adverbial in this sentence.  
Last week, Ruby went swimming and played football. 
  

Rewrite the sentence in the passive.  
The wind damaged the fence. 

Spelling 

 
Practise each word. Choose two and write their definitions. Choose two 
to write in sentences. 

conscious     controversy 

convenience     correspond 

criticise      curiosity 

definite      desperate 

determined     develop 

Week 3: Grammar and Spelling prompts 



Reading 

Answer the multiple choice questions at the end of 
the reading. Use this space to write a multiple 
choice question of your own. 

 

 

Week 4: Reading and writing prompts 

 

Non-fiction: Elephants 

Writing 

Write a persuasive paragraph about protecting elephants. 
Use this space to jot down ideas for persuasive and emotive 
language. 



Grammar 
 

Circle the three determiners in this sentence.  
William didn’t have any cereal in the house, so he went out to buy 
some cornflakes. 
  

Insert a comma in the correct place in this sentence. 
Although he was the youngest Tom was one of the tallest. 
  
Complete the sentence with a noun formed from the verb invent.  
The engineer thought her latest ______ would solve the problem. 
  

Circle the co-ordinating conjunction in the sentence below.  
If you want to enter the competition, you can send your idea by 

email or by post. 
  

Rewrite the sentence as direct speech: I asked her if she needed any 

help.  
I asked, ____ 

Spelling 
 

Practise each word. Choose two and write their definitions. Choose two 
to write in sentences. 

dictionary      disastrous 

embarrass      environment 

equip (–ped, –ment)    especially 

exaggerate      excellent 

existence      explanation 

Week 4: Grammar and Spelling prompts 



Extracts 

 

 
Weeks 1, 2 and 3 

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant – Chapter One 

 

Extract from lovereading4kids: find out more  

about the book and the author 

 

 

Week 4 

Endangered species: The African Elephant 
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n

d
 T

u
sk

er h
im

self, A
n

a
n

d
a
. H

e w
a
s 

w
ea

rin
g
 h

is sp
ecia

l m
a
ro

o
n

 a
n

d
 g

o
ld

 g
a
rm

en
ts, a

n
d

 

h
is tu

sk
s w

ere m
a
ssiv

e a
n

d
 p

o
w

erfu
l u

p
 clo

se. 

C
h

a
y
a
 g

ro
u

n
d

 to
 a

 sto
p

 o
n

 th
e g

ra
ss a

n
d

 lo
o
k

ed
 

b
a
ck

. S
h

e w
a
s b

o
x

ed
 in

. 

S
h

e sp
rin

ted
 u

p
 a

n
d

 d
u

ck
ed

 u
n

d
er th

e m
ig

h
ty

 b
u

lk
 

o
f A

n
a
n

d
a
, th

e w
o
rld

 in
sta

n
tly

 g
o
in

g
 d

a
rk

 a
n

d
 d

a
n

k
. 

H
is m

a
h

o
u

t g
a
v
e a

 sh
o
u

t a
n

d
 g

ra
b

b
ed

 a
t h

er p
la

it, 

y
a
n

k
in

g
 h

er h
ea

d
 b

a
ck

, b
u

t sh
e b

ro
k

e free a
n

d
 ro

lled
 

o
u

t o
n

 th
e o

th
er sid

e. S
h

e sp
ra

n
g
 u

p
 to

 see th
e m

a
h

o
u

t 

tu
rn

 a
n

d
 y

ell a
t th

e g
u

a
rd

s th
u

n
d

erin
g
 to

w
a
rd

s th
em

, 

a
s 

so
m

e 
o
f 

th
e 

elep
h

a
n

ts 
h

a
d

 
sta

rted
 
to

 
to

ss 
th

eir 

h
ea

d
s a

la
rm

in
g
ly.

“S
to

p
!” T

h
e m

a
h

o
u

t w
a
v
ed

 h
is a

rm
s a

t th
e g

u
a
rd

s. 

“
T

h
e elep

h
a
n

ts a
re g

ettin
g
 d

istu
rb

ed
.”

T
h

e g
u

a
rd

s slo
w

ed
 d

o
w

n
 a

n
d

 C
h

a
y
a
 to

o
k

 h
er ch

a
n

ce. 

S
h

e ra
n

 to
 th

e b
o
u

n
d

a
ry

 a
n

d
 d

a
sh

ed
 o

u
t th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e 

g
a
tes. S

h
e w

a
s free. 

S
k

irtin
g
 th

e city, sh
e h

ea
d

ed
 to

w
a
rd

s th
e p

a
tch

es 

o
f w

ild
ern

ess o
n

 th
e ea

st sid
e o

f th
e p

a
la

ce, th
e w

in
d

 

flying through her hair as she sprinted aw
ay. 

W
h

en
 sh

e g
o
t th

ere sh
e sto

p
p

ed
 a

n
d

 lea
n

ed
 a

g
a
in

st 

a
 tree, ca

tch
in

g
 h

er b
rea

th
. S

h
e p

eered
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e 

w
ild

ern
ess a

n
d

 sm
iled

.

fea
st w

a
s ta

k
in

g
 p

la
ce. T

h
e sm

ell o
f fry

in
g
 sw

eetm
ea

ts 

m
ea

n
t th

e fo
o
d

 ta
b

les w
ere ju

st ro
u

n
d

 th
e co

rn
er. 

C
haya skidded to a halt in front of tw

o boys stuffing 
rice 

ca
k

es 
d

o
w

n
 

th
eir 

sh
irts. 

T
h

ey
 

lo
o
k

ed
 

u
p

 
in

 

a
la

rm
 a

t h
er su

d
d

en
 a

rriv
a
l, a

n
d

 to
o
k

 o
ff in

 d
ifferen

t 

d
irectio

n
s.

L
ea

p
in

g
 a

w
a
y
 fro

m
 th

em
 sh

e p
itch

ed
 in

to
 a

 cro
w

d
 

o
f d

a
n

cers a
n

d
 m

u
sicia

n
s. T

h
e rev

ellers w
ere o

b
liv

io
u

s 

to
 
th

e 
u

n
fo

ld
in

g
 
d

ra
m

a
, 

a
n

d
 
cy

m
b

a
ls 

cla
sh

ed
 
a
n

d
 

b
a
re-to

rso
ed

 d
a
n

cers ju
m

p
ed

 a
n

d
 tw

irled
 to

 th
e b

ea
t 

o
f d

ru
m

s. S
h

e ra
n

 th
ro

u
g
h

 th
e b

a
n

d
, cla

p
p

in
g
 h

er 

h
a
n

d
s o

v
er h

er ea
rs to

 esca
p

e th
e sh

rill so
u

n
d

s o
f th

e 

sw
aying flutes.  
“S

to
p

 h
er!” ca

m
e a

 sh
o
u

t. “S
top

 h
er!” T

h
e d

a
n

cers 

p
a
u

sed
, o

n
e b

y
 o

n
e, a

n
d

 so
m

e o
f th

e m
u

sic p
etered

 

o
u

t. P
eo

p
le g

a
w

p
ed

, lo
o
k

in
g
 b

eh
in

d
 C

h
a
y
a
 to

w
a
rd

s 

th
e g

u
a
rd

s ch
a
sin

g
 h

er. “
T

h
e g

irl! S
top

 th
e girl!”

A
 m

a
n

 in
 th

e cro
w

d
 lu

n
g
ed

 a
t C

h
a
y
a
 b

u
t sh

e slip
p

ed
 

o
u

t o
f h

is g
ra

sp
 a

n
d

 ra
n

 to
w

a
rd

s th
e g

a
tes o

f th
e ro

y
a
l 

com
plex. 

C
oconut-flow

er 
decorations 

tied 
along 

strin
g
s ca

m
e cra

sh
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 a

s sh
e ra

n
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
em

, 

w
ra

p
p

in
g
 th

em
selv

es a
ro

u
n

d
 h

er lik
e a

 tra
p

. S
h

e to
re 

th
em

 o
ff a

n
d

 k
ep

t ru
n

n
in

g
. 

E
lep

h
a
n

ts fro
m

 th
e tem

p
le sto

o
d

 o
n

 th
e la

w
n

 a
h

ea
d

 

o
f h

er, d
ra

p
ed

 in
 th

eir m
irro

r-stu
d

d
ed

 reg
a
lia

, rea
d

y
 



8
9

Chapter

Two
A

fter g
o
in

g
 h

o
m

e fo
r a

 q
u

ick
 ch

a
n

g
e o

f 

clo
th

es, C
h

a
y
a
 h

a
sten

ed
 to

w
a
rd

s th
e ed

g
e 

o
f th

e v
illa

g
e to

 see h
er frien

d
, N

eel. S
h

e 

picked her w
ay through the paddy fields, 

tu
rn

in
g
 b

a
ck

 fro
m

 tim
e to

 tim
e to

 ch
eck

 

if sh
e w

a
s b

ein
g
 fo

llo
w

ed
. A

h
ea

d
 o

f h
er 

w
a
s th

e ca
rp

en
ter’s w

o
rk

sh
o
p

 w
h

ere N
eel 

w
o
rk

ed
, a

n
d

 b
ey

o
n

d
 its w

a
ist-h

ig
h

 w
a
lls 

sh
e co

u
ld

 see h
im

 b
en

t o
v
er h

is w
o
rk

.

“H
ey, N

eel,” sh
e sa

id
, step

p
in

g
 in

to
 th

e 

sm
ell o

f w
o
o
d

ch
ip

s a
n

d
 p

o
lish

.

N
eel lo

o
k

ed
 u

p
 a

n
d

 sm
iled

, th
en

 b
en

t 

d
o
w

n
 a

g
a
in

 to
 th

e sq
u

a
re o

f tea
k

 h
e w

a
s 

S
h

e’d
 lo

st th
em

.

C
h

a
y
a
 

sh
im

m
ied

 
u

p
 

th
e 

tree, 
h

a
n

d
s 

scra
tch

in
g
 

a
g
a
in

st 
th

e 
ro

u
g
h

 
b

a
rk

. 
S

h
e 

settled
 
h

erself 
in

 
o
n

e 

o
f 

th
e 

h
ig

h
 

b
ra

n
ch

es 
a
n

d
 

p
ick

ed
 

o
u

t 
th

e 
co

co
n

u
t 

b
lo

sso
m

s stu
ck

 in
 h

er h
a
ir. L

iftin
g
 h

er lin
en

 p
o
u

ch
 

o
v
er h

er n
eck

, sh
e d

ro
p

p
ed

 th
e jew

els in
to

 h
er la

p
. 

T
h

ey
 sp

a
rk

led
 in

 sh
a
rd

s o
f b

rig
h

t b
lu

e, g
reen

 a
n

d
 

p
in

k
 a

g
a
in

st th
e g

rey
 o

f h
er sk

irt.

It h
a
d

 b
een

 a
 h

u
g
e risk

. H
er b

o
ld

est ro
b

b
ery

 to
 d

a
te. 

A
n

d
 y

et sh
e’d

 p
u

lled
 it o

ff.

S
h

e p
ick

ed
 a

 ja
m

bu
 fru

it fro
m

 a
 b

ra
n

ch
 n

ea
rb

y
 a

n
d

 

crunched into its juicy pink flesh, peering through 
th

e lea
v
es a

t th
e ro

y
a
l co

m
p

o
u

n
d

 in
 th

e d
ista

n
ce.

It w
a
s p

a
n

d
em

o
n

iu
m

 d
o
w

n
 th

ere. T
h

e cro
w

d
s w

ere 

sca
ttered

 
a
n

d
 
p

a
n

ick
ed

, 
clu

sters 
o
f 

p
eo

p
le 

m
o
v
in

g
 

in
 
d

ifferen
t 

d
irectio

n
s. 

T
h

e 
K

in
g
, 

sta
n

d
in

g
 
o
u

t 
in

 

h
is g

o
ld

-en
cru

sted
 w

a
istco

a
t, h

a
d

 co
m

e d
o
w

n
 fro

m
 

th
e d

a
is a

n
d

 w
a
s ro

a
rin

g
 a

t h
is sta

ff. T
h

e Q
u

een
 a

n
d

 

h
er p

ro
cessio

n
 o

f la
d

ies w
ere b

ein
g
 g

u
id

ed
 o

u
t o

f th
e 

p
ro

m
en

a
d

e 
u

p
 
to

 
th

e 
p

a
la

ce. 
T

h
e 

m
a
h

o
u

ts 
o
n

 
th

e 

g
reen

 w
ere try

in
g
 d

esp
era

tely
 to

 ca
lm

 th
eir co

n
fu

sed
 

ch
a
rg

es a
n

d
 sto

p
 th

em
 ru

n
n

in
g
 a

m
o
k

. In
 th

e m
id

d
le 

o
f 

it 
a
ll, 

A
n

a
n

d
a
 

lifted
 

u
p

 
h

is 
m

a
jestic 

h
ea

d
 

a
n

d
 

tru
m

p
eted

 lo
u

d
ly

 in
to

 th
e b

lu
e, b

lu
e sk

y.
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Endangered Species: The African elephant

Image 1. An African elephant in South Africa's Kruger National Park. The African elephant is the world's largest land animal. Photo by:
Frédéric Soltan/Corbis via Getty Images.

The African elephant is the world's largest living land animal. An average male stands more than
10 feet tall. It weighs between 11,000 and 14,000 pounds. That is as much as several cars! A female
African elephant is a little shorter. It weighs between 8,000 and 10,000 pounds. 

The animal's thick, loose skin is dark gray. It has long white tusks. These are actually teeth. The
African elephant has a long lifespan. It can live up to 70 years.

Apart from its tusks, the African elephant has another special feature: its trunk. The elephant's
trunk grows out of its nose and upper lip. The animal uses it for many things. It uses it to drink,
smell, breathe and feel. The elephant also uses its trunk to communicate. It can use the trunk to
greet and signal to other elephants.

African elephants are herbivores. That means they mainly eat plants. They munch on tree bark,
leaves, fruits and grasses. The elephants eat about 300 to 400 pounds of food a day! They drink
about 50 gallons of water. African elephants are never far from a source of water. They use it for
drinking, bathing and cooling.

By Gale, Cengage Learning, adapted by Newsela staff on 01.16.18
Word Count 551
Level 530L
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Elephants are social animals. They like to be around
each other. Family units are made up of females and
their young. These groups are known as herds. The
entire herd is led by an older female. She is called the
matriarch. All of the other members of the herd are
related to her.

Older male elephants may live by themselves. Or, they
may live with other males in small groups. They meet
up with females only to mate. A female gives birth to a
single calf at a time. The baby lives closely with its mother for several years.

Habitat

African elephants cover a huge territory. They are found in most areas of Africa south of the
Sahara Desert. Some live in forest areas. Others live in grasslands. 

There are about 500,000 elephants in Africa today. This may sound like a big number. But the
elephant population is much smaller than it used to be. There were once as many as 3 to 5 million
elephants in Africa. 

History And Conservation

African elephants face several dangers today. One is
loss of land. People are building on the land where
elephants like to live. This pushes the animals out.

Another threat is poaching, or illegal hunting. For
many years people have hunted African elephants for
their tusks. Tusks are made of ivory. This material has
been used to make many things, from jewelry to piano
keys. Today, it is against the law to sell ivory. That is
because of an agreement between many countries.
They knew the sale of ivory was putting elephants at risk. So they came together to stop it.

Several African countries have taken steps to protect elephants. They have set aside land for the
animals. These protected areas are called reserves. Tourists like to visit these places. They can see
elephants in their natural setting.

Many efforts to protect elephants have been successful. However, poaching is still a problem. The
African elephant is still at risk today.
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Quiz

1 The article states that elephants are social animals.

How does being a social animal help elephants survive?

(A) The family units can help protect the young.

(B) More food will be needed to feed the herd.

(C) Elephants living alone can outrun predators.

(D) A female gives birth to one baby at a time.

2 Finish the sentence below.

One MAIN idea of the article is that:

(A) There are fewer African elephants today than in the past.

(B) African elephants can weigh as much as several cars.

(C) There are African elephants that live to be 70 years old.

(D) African elephants eat 300 to 400 pounds of food a day.

3 Elephants in a herd will be different from each other.

Based on information in the article, what is an example of how the elephants would be different?

(A) Some elephants will have a trunk and some will not.

(B) Some elephants will be larger than other elephants.

(C) Some elephants will eat plants and others will eat animals.

(D) Some elephants will be dark gray and others will be brown.

4 Read the list of sentences from the article.

1. People are building on the land where elephants like to live.
2. For many years people have hunted African elephants for their tusks.
3. However, poaching is still a problem.

What MAIN idea do these details support?

(A) Tusks are used to make piano keys.

(B) African elephants face many dangers.

(C) The preserves help African elephants.

(D) People like to see African elephants.

5 Which of these animals has the most in common with elephants?

(A) Sea turtles lay more than 100 eggs in the sand. The mother does not stay with the babies.

(B) Gray wolves give birth to 5 to 7 puppies at a time. The babies stay with the mother for 1 or 2 years.

(C) Mallard ducks lay around 12 eggs in a nest. After they hatch, the babies stay with the mother for 2
months.

(D) Blue whales give birth to one whale at a time. The baby stays with the mother over a year.
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6 Look at Image 3.

Based on the image, what do elephants use to get their food?

(A) tusks

(B) lips

(C) trunks

(D) ears

7 Some African elephants never grow tusks. They now live longer than elephants with tusks.

Why would tuskless elephants live longer?

(A) Tuskless elephants are the matriarch females.

(B) Hunters would not kill elephants without tusks.

(C) It is easier for tuskless elephants to eat grasses.

(D) Elephants with tusks cannot communicate.

8 Read the introduction [paragraphs 1-6].

What does Image 2 in that section show about African elephants?

(A) how fast they are

(B) what they do for fun

(C) how many are left

(D) how big they are


